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PROVINCIAL’S PROGRAMME

PROVINCIAL’S MASSAGE

January 2020
13-14 : Province Consult
16        :  Convocation, St. Xavier’s College, Kolkata
18-19 :   Visitation, Mangalore
20-21 : ISI Bangalore
22        : Dindigul, Dhyana Vanam
27-31 : Visitation, St. Lawrence, Udayani Social Action 
Forum

February 2020
02-04   :           Visitation, Chamrusai
05          :           Archdiocese Consult
08-09   :           Visitation, Ahmedabad
10-11   :           Visitation, DNC Pune
14-15   :           Province Consult
21          :           Meeting of Superiors
22-28   :           JCSA Meeting, Godavari, Nepal

Dear Friends in Jesus Christ, 
The theme of the Province Days “Soaked in Gratitude, Challenged to live our Legacy, and called to 

Creative Fidelity” has affected us positively.  By the grace of God, we had a beautiful Province Assembly 
2019. I wish to thank each one of you for your presence and active participation. There was a sense of joy 
in meeting our companions, a noticeable desire to grow personally, as communities and as a Province. The 
three recollections gave us a chance to have the right disposition for the Province Assembly. The method of 
spiritual sharing used in the recollections and the Province Assembly helped us to listen to the spirit and to 
one another with openness and we were ready to share humbly the fruit of prayer even if it were about our 
weaknesses, hopes and desires. I feel deep in my heart that we are growing in inner freedom to allow the 

spirit to lead us to find the will of God in our lives and in our missions. 
I wish that we continue to grow in this disposition of inner freedom and be open to the promptings of the Holy Spirit 

so as to be personally transformed and make our communities where love and joy will ever increase and companionship be 
deepened to share in the mission of Jesus Christ who has called us by our name. This is the disposition needed for the right 
discernment process and Province Apostolic Planning.

Concretely we shall do the following: 
1. Regular community prayers, daily Eucharist, examen, monthly community meetings, monthly recollection, and 

annual retreat be done not as a routine but giving time and effort to make it meaningful. (You may use the 4 Universal Apostolic 
Preferences of the Society, themes from constitutions and Spiritual Exercises, G.C. Decrees, ...)  

2. Regular Superiors’ meetings with the Provincial ( 2 or 3 times a year)
3. Regular Director of works meetings  with the Provincial (2 or 3 times a year) 
4. Starting the Province Apostolic Planning- schedule of time bound program be given.
5. A Province team will be constituted soon to review and suggest ways to implement feasible proposals of the Province 

Assembly 2019. 
I take this opportunity to thank Fr. Maria Joseph S (the Convener) and his team members for conducting the Province 

Days so effectively and fruitfully and all those who helped in small and big ways. May God bless us and lead us in the New 
Year 2020 to face all the challenges that might come across to us. May we help one another so that the mission of Jesus maybe 
accomplished.    

    Fr. Raphael Joseph Hyde, S.J. 

CJNL  WISHES YOU A VERY HAPPY 
NEW YEAR 2020
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CALCUTTA JESUITS : NEWS AND VIEWS
Report of the Province Assembly 2019

The Calcutta Province of the Society of Jesus held its 
Province Assembly on December 27-30, 2019. This year’s 
Province assembly was organized in an entirely different 
manner. The theme of the Province Assembly was “Soaked 
in Gratitude, Challenged to live our legacy, called to Creative 
Fidelity”. There was a prayerful atmosphere that permeated 
each and every event throughout the three days. So much so, 
the preparation for the Province Days commenced six month 
in advance with three recollections and sharing in all our 
communities. A special prayer was composed and circulated 
to pray for the success of this year’s Province Assembly.

A hundred and forty Jesuits of our Province assembled 
in Dhyan Ashram for the Province Assembly which was quite 
unprecedented. At the very outset, Fr. Maria Joseph, the 
Convener of the Province Days and Fr. Sunny George, Rector 
of Dyhan Ashram and an organizing member of the Province 
Days welcomed the gathering. Fr. Maria Joseph explained in 
detail, the Dynamics of the Province Days and how the entire 
process will gradually unfold. In their opening salutation, one 
of the key points that was emphasized time and again was 
‘the ‘kairos’ moment’. We, as a Province felt that this was the 
right time for a personal conversion to recommit ourselves 
for a greater apostolic effectiveness. Therefore, the focus of 
the entire process was ‘personal conversion’. Fr. Raphael 
Joseph Hyde, the Provincial also aired similar concerns and 
encouraged the participants for greater openness to spirit for 
the success of the Province Assembly.

Each day began with the Eucharistic celebration. On the 
first day, Fr Pradeep Perez celebrated the Eucharist. During 
the sessions on the first day, Fr. Maria Joseph, Fr. Anburaj 
and Fr Sunny Kunnel respectively presented to the members 
all the collated points of our sharing in the three preparatory 
recollections held in our respective communities. After every 
presentation, the members went for a personal prayer and 
reflection which was followed by an open sharing in small 

groups on some specific questions. During the plenary 
session in the evening, the Secretaries of the groups presented 
a comprehensive report of their group sharing. A point which 
strongly emerged was that we did not assembled to blame or 
point finger at others but to introspect and look forward to the 
future with greater commitment and hope. Each day ended 
with a creative and thought provoking evening prayer.

On the second day, our newly ordained priest Fr. Anmol 
Robert Minj celebrated the holy Eucharist. After the Eucharist, 
Fr. Provincial felicitated him and warmly welcomed him. 
During the sessions on that day, all the concrete suggestions 
that came up during the group sharing were prioritized and 
deliberated upon extensively. The members voiced their 
opinions and concerns over after the model of our founding 
fathers. Some of the key issues that were discussed in detail 
were community life, Province policies, Bangladesh Mission, 
Santal Apostolate, Vocation Promotion, Financial management 

and fund raising, Lay collaboration and new ventures. Fr. 
Provincial presented to the members the current status of 
the Province. All members in the Assembly were generally 
happy and satisfied with the presentation of the Provincial 
for his positive outlook towards our mission. Fr. Provincial’s 
presentation was followed by personal prayer, reflection and 
sharing in small group.
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On the final day of our Province Assembly, Fr. Sunny 
George, made a presentation on the Universal Apostolic 
Preferences (UAPs) declared by Fr. General. This session was 
duly followed by a session on Province Apostolic Planning. 
Thereafter, the Secretaries Fr. Mourlin Fernando, and 
Sch. Rakesh Mondol, made a short presentation of their 
observations. Fr. Provincial’s concluding remarks were quite 
encouraging and motivating. Fr. Maria Joseph, the Convener, 
proposed the vote of thanks at the end.

The Entire process of the Province Assembly was 
very different and encouraging. There was a desire in all 
of us for a positive change for a better effectiveness in our 
mission. Dhyan Ashram Jesuit community looked after the 
food, accommodation and other logistics very deftly. Their 
hospitality was commendable. The Organizing members 

comprising of Fr. Maria Joseph (convener), Fr. Sunny George, 
Fr. Anburaj, Sch. Oscar Daniel Raj, were well appreciated by 
all for their meticulous planning and execution. On the whole, 
the Province Assembly 2019 was a pronounced success.

Fr. Mourlin Fernando & Sch. Rakesh Mondal

St. Xavier’s Kolkata
School: The School Annual Sports day was held on 

December 14 and 15 for Secondary and Primary section 
respectively. A special Christmas assembly was organized on 
December 19 for the whole school. Frs. Dominic Savio, Rector, 
Thomacin, Principal and M. S. Arockiasamy, Vice-Principal 
greeted the staff and students. The Primary section staged the 
Christmas nativity scene which was appreciated by all.

The Old Boys’ Association of the School organized a 
Reunion event on December 21. The association felicitated the 
teachers who completed 25 years of service with a memento. 

College: The Alumni of the College organized a Christmas 
program on December 20th. A large number of people had 
gathered to exchange complements of the season. The College 
students put up a colorful cultural program for the occasion. 
On the occasion of Christmas, on December 23, Hon’ble 

Chief Minister of West Bengal Mamta Banerjee greeted all the 
fathers and the alumina members. Fr. Jeyaraj Veluswamy, the 
Rector Designate began the program with a prayer followed 
by an inspiring Christmas message by Fr. Dominic Savio, the 
Principal. Ms. Mamta Banerjee reciprocated the Christmas 
message of the Principal that all need the blessings of God in 
order to bring about justice and peace for all.

The Ramakrishna Mission of Golpark invited Fr. Dominc 
Savio, the Principal, to deliver the traditional Christmas lecture 
on December 25. A large number of people from all walks of 
life had gathered for the lecture. The Head monk of the mission 
felicitated Fr. Dominic during the function preceded by carol 
singing by the young people of the mission.

Fr. Kuladai

Dhyan Ashram 
Novitiate: On October 26, the second year novices 

dispersed for the month-long experiment while the first years 
began their Long Retreat on October 27. Both the groups 
finished their spiritual journeys on Nov 28. The two-day 
integration and sharing sessions among ourselves deepened 
our experiences. 

Our Advent journey began with helping the older people 
at St Joseph’s Old Age Home on November 30. On December 
3, we had a beautiful celebration of the feast of St Francis 
Xavier with a campus picnic. On the same day our new Rector 
Fr Sunny Kunnel was officially installed. Seven brothers from 
Madurai Province joined our picnic and added a pleasant 
flavor to the taste of the biriyani prepared by the novices and 
juniors. On December 12 we celebrated the birthdays of Frs. 
Pierre Jacob and Narendra Singh.

The novices attended the Formees’ gathering on 
December 14 at FC Pre-novitiate, Khidarpore.  The theme was 
‘Yes, You(th) can”, based on ‘Christus Vivit” by Pope Francis. 
Fr. John Rogers was the resource person and he energized 
and awakened the young formees by discussing the problems 
faced by the youth in modern era and also about their role 
in the Church. About 100 formees and formators of various 
congregations took part in the gathering.

The novices started carols singing from December 19, 
visiting the houses of our co-workers and the neighboring 
religious communities. On December 21, we had a pre-
Christmas get-together with our co-workers. On the following 
day we had a gathering of the Jesuit formees. It was very 
well organized by our scholastics. The theme of the day was 
“Growing in love in the spirit of the Society of Jesus”. Sch 
Oscar gave a talk on the theme and we had sharing in mixed 
groups about our vocation and growth. The gathering ended 
with a cultural program put up by different formation groups.  
It was an enriching and inspiring experience for us.

Juniorate: On November 26, the feast of St. John 
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Berchmans, the Juniors, went for a picnic to Geonkhali 
– a much loved place by Fr. Christian Mignon.  It was an 
opportunity for us to witness a cordial approach and strong 
faith instilled by this great missionary. A family was happy 
and generous enough to provide lunch for all of us. On our 
return journey, we had a friendly volleyball match with the 
MC Brothers at Noorpur.

On November 25, Fr Sunny George – the Rector and PCF 
–officially met all the Juniors residing at the Calcutta Juniorate. 
Fr Pierre Jacob – our Spiritual Director – helped us to prepare 
ourselves spiritually through a meaningful recollection. 

On December 6, Fr. Wilfred Lobo, the Provincial of 
Darjeeling Province, came for his annual Visitation. We had the 
Second Term Exams on December 17- 20. All the Juniors left 
for their Christmas ministries to Kalna, Pandua and Arunoday 
on December 23 and returned on 31.We were thrilled and 
inspired to witness the Christmas celebrations in different 
parts of Bengal.

-Schs. Victor & Kuldeep & -Novice Paulus Baskey

St. Xavier’s University Kolkata (SXUK)
On December 6, Fr. Felix Raj delivered a lecture to all 

IAS and IPS trainees on the “Best Way to Serve Society” at the 
State Administrative Training Centre in Salt Lake. 

On December 11, the Jesuit Fathers of the University 
paid a courtesy visit the Hon’ble Governor, Jagdeep Dhankhar 
and invited him for the Foundation Day celebration of the 
University on February 8.

On December 14, Fr. Felix Raj along with Shri Surajit 
Purakyastha, Security Advisor to the WB Government, 
inaugurated the “GANDHI-TAGORE CENTRE FOR DEEPER 
HUMANNESS” at Gopalpur. The Centre is an initiative of Shri 
Saurabh Mukherjee and his team of Young Horizon Group of 
Schools.

On December 16, Fr. Felix Raj was inducted into the 
Australian Management Accounting Hall of Fame by the 
Institute of Certified Management Accountants (ICMA) for 
his contribution and lifetime achievement in the field of 
education and management. Brendon O Connell, ICMA’ s 
global president, and Chris D’Souza, COO of the organization, 
presented him the award at an international conference on 
Frontiers In Accounting held at St Xavier’s University, Kolkata 

On December 13, Xavier Business School had organized 
two programs: 1. a Talent Management Roundtable 
conference 2.0 in collaboration with Omnifin Solutions and 
2. National Conference on “Consumer Choices: Impact of 
Digital Technology” in collaboration with XLRI, Jamshedpur 
on December 19 and 20. Both the programs were well attended 
by Faculty, students and invited guests.

On December 21, SXUK organized a Christmas get-to-
gather for all faculty and staff. Fr. Sebasti Raj delivered the 

Christmas message followed by carol singing and high tea.

                                -Ms. Ruth De Rosario

De Nobili College, Pune
On November 29, there was an Inter-faculty symposium 

at Jnana-Deepa Vidyapeeth. The theme was “Towards 
Renewing the Church and Revisiting Vatican Second Council 
through the Eyes of Pope Francis.”  The lectures centred 
around the pontificate of the present Pope and the problems 
faced by him from different spheres, especially from within 
the Catholic Church.

The Community Days of De Nobili College were celebrated 
on December 1-3 with great enthusiasm. The celebrations 
ended on December 3 the feast of St. Francis Xavier. The mid-
semester exams were held on December 13-18. Schs. Prosenjit 
and Manish along with their team members made the crib for 
Christmas. On December 15, Christmas carols were sung in 
St. Vincent’s School by the choir group Silver Bells where Sch. 
Rintu provided his valuable contribution. The co-workers 
Christmas gathering was organized on December 20 by the 
De Nobili College Community members.                                                     

-Sch. Prosenjit Paul Gomes 

Navjoti Niketan, Bangladesh
Navjoyti Niketan has been renovated and painted afresh. 

It throws a gigantic look now. On December 16, Pre-Christmas 
celebration was arranged for the migrants. About 280 people 
came with their family members from across Bangladesh. It 
was a joyful occasion for them to come together. On the same 
day we had a Pre-Christmas celebration in the community 
with our neighbors, local religious nuns, co-workers and their 

families. It was a happy moment to share the joy of Christmas 
with them. All the Fathers were in different places for the 
Christmas Mass. Fr. George preached two retreats: one for the 
deacons who were ordained and another for the seminarians 
who are going to be ordained as deacons.

   - Sch. Jeffrey David Finney

Udayani 
Sampurna Nari Kalyan Sangathan one of the registered 

societies organized Human Rights Day on December 8 at 
St. Xavier’s College Campus, Raghabpur. The women raised 
slogans about the sexual violence against the women in the 
recent days in the country and vowed to prevent such gory acts 
in future.  Women rejected the Government proposals against 
any kind discrimination. The women in Pandua celebrated 
Human Rights Day December 10. They put up two short skits 
to bring to the limelight the violent acts against women and 
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the plastic pollution in their localities. 
Udayani had its Annual General Body meeting on 

December 23 in Udayani Social Action Forum. It has got its 
project on Empowerment of Santal and Dalit women and 
strengthening of networks to achieve the right to food Phase 
III which will run from December 30, 2019 to December  30, 
2021.

The Christmas get-together at Udayani on December 23 
brought joy to all of our staff members. Our joy had doubled 
when St. Lawrence community joined the celebration with 
Udayani.

                                                                               -Fr. Anburaj

Prabhu Jisur Girja 

Parish: Sunday School exams were held on December 
1. Children of classes III to X had a picnic at St. Lawrence 
High School on December 15. The following Sunday, Fr. 
Dipak Gomes preached the Advent recollection for them.  On 
December 21, the Catechism teachers conducted Christmas 
Tree Program for our Sunday school children. A Christmas Tree 
Program for the street children as well was held on December 

22. The MC Sisters distributed coupons to the beneficiaries. 
Mrs. Lavinia Khan, a benefactor, donated additional prizes. In 
the evening we had the Intra-Parish Carol Singing Competition 
conducted by our English Choir. Our SVP members served 
tea, cake etc to all.                                                           

Community: Fr. Dipak Gomes preached Recollections on 
Advent  to Charismatic Renewal Group at Nitika, Sacred Heart 
Church Parishioners, M.C. Sisters at Nimtola, St. Anthony’s 
School teachers and students at Market Street, Ursuline 
Sisters at Lenin Sarani, M.C. Sisters’ Workers at Tengra, Prabhu 
Jisur Girja parishioners, F.M.M. Sisters’ Associates Tollygunge 
and Catechism Class Students (PJG) in December. Fr. Cyriac 
Sebastian spent a day in his elder brother’s house in an 
interior village in Mysore, Karnataka where he was invited to 

join a family reunion on December 26.                                       -

Chitrabani: Fr. Arun Lucas attended a 5-day Film 
Appreciation course at Nandan which was conducted by the 
Film Federation Society of India. Fr.P.J.Joseph along with 

Teresa Rozario of RVA and Mr. Depankar Basu went to Belur 
Math on December 22 and produced a video program on 
Jesus’ revelation to Sri Ramakrishna Paramhansa. The picture 
of Madona with Child Jesus, which is given by Fr. Lafont, S.J to 
Mr Jadu Mallik is still preserved at the Garden House of Jadu 
Mallik. 

Chitrabani celebrated 2019 Christmas in a grand scale. Rt. 

Rev. Shyamal Bose, the Auxiliary Bishop of Baruipur Diocese, 
graced the occasion and delivered the Christmas message. 
The program lasted for an hour and a half with carols, dances 
and Christmas greetings. 

 

- Mr. Andrio Arup Gomes,  -Frs..Arun Lucas, Dipak 
Gomes & Cyriac Sebastian

Discovery of the First Belgian Jesuit’s Grave 
at Lower Circular Road Cemetery

When the two of us, Fr Etienne Degrez and I, set out 
from St Xavier’s College, at around 10.15 am on December 
28, heading towards the Lower Circular Road Cemetery, we 
said to ourselves, ‘Let us give it a try. Even If we don’t find 
anything, it doesn’t matter. We could enjoy a nice morning 
walk together.’ All we took along with us was a small piece of 
paper with a name and a date: Fr Peter Van der Straeten, SJ, 
died on September 11, 1860 in Calcutta. Fr. Van der Straeten 
was a member of the first team of seven Jesuits from Belgium 
and England to land in Calcutta on November 28, 1859. 
Unfortunately, his end came too soon, making him the first 
victim of the infamous hot climate of Bengal, before he could 
hardly complete ten months in Calcutta. He was thus the first 
and the only Jesuit to be laid to rest at the Lower Circular Road 
Cemetery.

After a two hour long painstaking search in the old section 
of the vast cemetery (established in 1840), we chanced upon a 
forward leaning tombstone cross 
bearing this engraving: sacred to 
the memory of rev. peter van der 
straeten, sj of st. xavier’s college, 
born in belgium, died in calcutta, 
september 11, 1860, aged 42 years.

Fr Peter Van der Straeten 
was born on December 15, 
1818 in Eine in East Flanders in 
Belgium. Joined the Society on 
November 2, 1844 and arrived in 
Calcutta on November 28, 1859. 
According to the Bengal Mission 
historian Henri Josson, Fr.Van 
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der Straeten was the Prefect and sub-prefect at the newly 
opened St Xavier’s School. In August he was struck down by 

a liver sickness.                                                      
 -Frs. Jeyaraj Veluswamy and Etienne Degrez

Vidyajyoti, Delhi
On   December 1, the College celebrated Baal Mela. 

Children were brought from different ministry places. They 
all had a memorable day. We had a Christmas Programme in 
the College on December 20.  Students from various houses 
such as IMS Pritam Pura, Pratiksha, Vidyajyoti Niwas and 
Vidyajoti scholastics brightened the spirit of the feast through 
Christmas Carols. Christmas gathering was organized for the 
co-workers at the Vidyajyoti Residence on December 21. The 
Calcutta Jesuits had a fruitful and enriching sharing on the 
‘Matter for Recollections 1-3’ in view of preparing Province 
Days under the guidance of Fr. Poulose Mangai in the second 
week of December.

Fr. Poulose Mangai was the key speaker at the JALSA 
SEERAT – UN – NABI organized by the Indian Islamic Cultural 
Centre to celebrate the 1449th Birth Anniversary of Prophet 
Mohammed on December 2. He organized a Christmas 
Program for 60 street children on December 20 and another 
Christmas program for 175 homeless poor on December 22.

-Sch. Felix Tete 

St. Xavier’s, Burdwan  
On December 10, ‘X-CARITAS’ was organized under the 

guidance of Fr. Paul Arockiam, Principal of the College and 
Fr. Sahaya Jude, Vice Principle, with the help of the College 
students for the poor children. It was a fun filled day and 
children enjoyed a lot. On December 3, our hostel students 
and the Jesuit community had a meaningful Mass and a 
fellowship meal  together. On the same day, neighboring 
religious communities joined us for the evening prayer service 
conducted by Schs. Manik Mardi and Sebastian Murmu and 
sumptuous dinner.  

‘X-TASY’-2019, Annual Parent’s Days, was held on 
December 14-15 in the School.  Fr. Maria Joseph, Principal 
of the School, addressed the gathering with loving and kind 
words and declared ‘X-TASY – 2019’ open. Fr. Sebastian 
Nallail was the Chief Guest for the mega cultural extravaganza 
and delivered a heart touching speech. He also released the 
‘EXPRESSION’, a School magazine, on this day. Frs. Vinay 
Kerketta and Masillamani were present for the event.  
‘X-TASAY’ 2019 won the hearts of many by the outstanding 
performance of our students. 

Frs. Moulin Fernando and Markus Hembrom came 
back to our community after their fruitful Tertianship. On 
December 19, the new administrative building of St. Xavier’s 
College, Burdwan was Blessed and inaugurated by Frs. Jerome 
Francis and Dominic Savio. Fr. Jerome Francis, Socius to the 
Provincial, inspired all of us with his wonderful speech on 
Jesuit Education and Charism. On December 21, the School 
celebrated a Pre-Christmas gathering with teachers, students 
and non-teaching staff. Fr. T. V. George, Vice Principal of the 
Higher Secondary section, gave a speech on the true meaning 
of Christmas and its implication in our day today life. Fr. Maria 
Joseph, shared the Christmas message. 

On December 21, St. Xavier’s School, Burdwan Alumni 
organized ‘XAV – UTSAV 2019’ with the theme “the Past 
Meeting the Present” with the help of Fr. Maria Joseph. It 
was a coincidence that we got three Principals of St Xavier’s 
Burdwan on the same stage: Fr. Sebastian Nallayil, Fr. Paul 
Arockiam and Fr. Maria Joseph.  The Alumni members 
felicitated the batch of 1994 who left the school 25 years ago 
with a memento. The Alumni also wished our class X and XII 
students all the best for their Board exams.                      

 -Sch. Stephen Kisku

Gurap
On December 1, our children participated in the event 

organized by St. Xavier’s College Burdwan. The School 
feast was celebrated on December 3 with a solemn Mass 
and cultural program. The chillness of December could not 
tamper the Spirit of exams of our students. The annual exams 
were held on Dec 12 - 18 and the results were announced on  

December 21. The children brought the joy of Christmas with 
their dances and action songs to entertain their parents. The 
new academic year will begin on January 4, 2020. We are also 
beginning class five from this academic year.

Fr. Masillamani joined the community on December 
10.  Fr. Vivek was in Pune for “Ignatian Principles in Priestly 
Ministry” course for 15 days and returned on December 23. The 
Christmas vigil Mass was celebrated with pomp and glory. The 



Jan 2020                        Calcutta Jesuits Newsletter Page 7
children brought life to the gathering with their lovely dances 
and melodious singing. Frs. Maria Joseph S, Jude and Arun 
Lucas joined us in the celebrations. Fr. Maria Joseph presided 
over the Eucharist. The parishioners celebrated the feast with 
traditional Santali dances. They also conducted competitions 
among various villages of our Parish. Schs. Manish, Setu and 
Rahul rendered their helping hands in decorating the Church 
and the campus. 

On January 1, 2020 the co-workers, neighboring SCJM 
sisters and the Jesuit community enjoyed a picnic within the 
campus.  

-Fr. Masillamani

Pandua
In the academic year 2019, 86 students completed class 

four at St. Xavier’s Primary School, Pandua. For the academic 
year 2020, we received more than 300 applications for class 
one, however, due to lack of seats, we admitted 80 students 
only. Following the Government order, we have started class 
5 and limited the number of students to 40 due to space 
scarcity.

By the initiative of Fr. Jeyakumar, for the first time, 
the Parents’ Day was held at Jisu Ashram. The students had 
a chance to exhibit their talents in front of their parents. 
Fr. Alphonse Ashirvadam, the Chief Guest, motivated the 
students and spoke about the challenges of imparting quality 
education in the coming years.  

On the fourth Sunday of the advent, the entire parish 
had a recollection and confession. Christmas, the most 
awaited event of the Pandua town, was joyfully and peacefully 
celebrated. It was well planned by the whole parish team, 
Holy Cross Sisters and Jesuits. Sch. Stephen Kisku gave the 
Christmas message to the town during the procession.  Fr. 
Chandran DUM was the ‘Marang Naike’, and Fr. M.S. Arock 
was the Jog Naike. There were 6 Jesuit priests and 7 scholastics 
to make the celebration solemn. 

On the night of December 25, almost the whole town 
had come to visit Jisu Ashram. On the night of December 29, 
a vigil service was organised for the parish youth animated by 
Fr. Ruben Murmu.              

-Fr. Aulya Kannanaikal

The Formees  Meet 2019
All the Jesuit Formators and the Formees in Calcutta 

Province gathered at Dhyan Ashram on December 22, 2019 
to share their personal experiences of Jesus in their lives. 
The theme of this meet was ‘Grow in Love in the Spirit of 
the Society of Jesus”. Every activity of the program hovered 
around on this theme. The icebreaking session was creatively 
conducted by Schs. John Paul and Rakesh. Some Scholastics 
shared with the Formees their rich experiences of being in 
the Society of Jesus and talked to them about some Jesuit 
Saints. The Eucharistic Celebration was presided over by Frs. 
Vivien Andrew and Arun Lucas. Both of them encouraged 
the Formees by sharing their experiences of Society’s love and 
care and how the Jesuit Formators shaped and molded their 
lives. 

In the afternoon, the Formees were divided into small 
groups and were given some questions to reflect upon and 

share. In each group, there was a scholastic to animate it. In the 
evening, there was a basketball match between the Formees. 
All of them showed off their dexterous skills and at the end 
the Novices lifted up the Championship Trophy. The Formees 
Meet ended with a colorful cultural extravaganza staged by 
all the Formees. Each formation house staged innovative and 
creative programs. It was a great platform for them to exhibit 
all their talents and skills. Fr. Sunny George Kunnel, PCF 
and Rector of Dhyan Ashram community encouraged and 
motivated all the Formees. All the scholastics in the province 
had spent a sizable amount of time to make this program a 
memorable and meaningful one.

           -Sch. Oscar Daniel Raj

Fr. Ante Gabric, Mariapolli
In front of the Church of Saint 

Elijah, in Metkovic (Croatia), where 
he was baptized, stands a statue of Fr 
Ante Gabric (1915-1988). Fr Ante was 
a Croatian Jesuit priest who spent his 
life in various parishes and mission 
stations of the 24-Parganas district. 
He died in Mariapolli (Baruipur 
diocese) on the 20 October 1988. His 
‘missionary letters’, published in two 
volumes, made him well know in his 
home country. The Croatian Church is 
actively promoting his beatification.  

                

     - Fr. Etienne Degrez

“Cave of Plenty”, a retreat manual by Fr. George 
Ponodath, S.J., 376 pages, published by St. Pauls, Mumbai.

“Dulad Dahar”  (Way of Love), it is a family prayer book 
contains prdayers for family life, 8 New Ways of the Cross, 4 
Novenas, 15 promises of our Lady, 8 promises of Sacred Heart, 
Divine Mercy and about souls in purgatory. It is written in 
Santali using Bengali script, by Fr. Joseph Alexander, S.J., 168 
pages, published by Jisu Ashram, Pandua, 2019

“In Gate Jisu” (My Friend Jesus)- It is 4th reprint, a 
book for children and Neo-catechumans preparing for First 
Communion and Confirmation, written in Santhali using 
Bengali script, by Fr. Joseph Alexander, S.J.

Books Published
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Pope Francis says 2020 a year to 
cultivate hope and peace, to live the 
year 2020 in gratitude for the blessing of 
God’s love in Jesus Christ. 

Hope at the heart of Pope Francis’ 
World Day of Peace Message. Peace 
as a Journey of Hope: Dialogue, 
Reconciliation and Ecological 
Conversion- a renewed call “for 
a peaceful relationship between 
communities and the land, between 

present and past, between experience…and hope”.
 Let us start the newyear with Hope in our Hearts. 

“Another World is Possible.”  “Peace is Doable.” (World Social 
Forum)     

Pope on Feast of Mary, Mother of God: The 
dignity and gifts of women

Pope Francis Presided over Holy Mass in St Peter’s Basilica 
on the first day of the year, celebrating the Feast of Mary, 
Mother of God, and marking the 53rd World Day of Peace.

Pope Francis’ first homily of the year was dedicated 
to the figure of Mary, on the day the Church celebrates her 
as Mother of God. Mary was declared Mother of God at the 
Council of Ephesus in 431, and it was Pope Saint Paul VI who 
restored this solemnity to January 1st in 1974.

Women as Sources of Life
“On the first day of the year”, began Pope Francis, we 

celebrate a “nuptial union between God and humanity”, one 
that was inaugurated “in the womb of a woman”. “The rebirth 
of humanity began from a woman”, continued the Pope: 
“Women are sources of life”.

Born of a Woman
That is why “every form of violence inflicted upon a 

woman is a blasphemy against God, who was born of a 
woman”, said Pope Francis. “How often are women’s bodies 
sacrificed on the profane altars of advertising, profiteering, 
and pornography, exploited like a canvas to be used”. 
“Women’s bodies must be freed from consumerism”, he said. 
“They must be respected and honoured”. 

Keeping in her Heart
Pope Francis noted how the Gospel repeats the image 

of Mary “keeping all things in her heart”. “Women typically 
take life to heart”, said the Pope. “Women show us that the 
meaning of life is not found in making things but in taking 
things to heart. Only those who see with the heart see things 
properly, because they know how to ‘look into’ each person”.

Seeing with the Heart
At the start of this New Year, Pope Francis challenged 

us to ask if we know “how to see with the heart”. Only if we 
take life to heart, he said, “will we know how to take care and 
overcome the indifference all around”. “If we want a better 
world, a world that will be a peaceful home and not a war 
field, may we take to heart the dignity of each woman”.

Women as Mediators of Peace
The Church celebrates January 1st as the 53rd World Day 

of Peace, a tradition begun by Pope Saint Paul VI in 1968.
“Women are givers and Mediators of Peace”, said Pope 

Francis in his homily, adding that they should be “fully 
included in decision-making processes”. When women can 
share their gifts, said the Pope, “the world finds itself more 
united, more peaceful. Hence, every step forward for women 
is a step forward for humanity as a whole”.

Mary as Woman and Mother
It was Mary, said Pope Francis, who began “the revolution 

of tenderness” - something the Church is called to continue: 
“For she too, like Mary, is both woman and mother”. In 
drawing close to Mary, “the Church discovers herself, she 
finds her centre and her unity”, said the Pope, “Because the 
Church has a mother’s heart”.

Pope Francis concluded asking Mary “to give birth to 
hope within us and bring us unity.  Woman of salvation, to you 
we entrust this year”, said the Pope. “Keep it in your heart”. 

By Vatican News

Rest In Peace

Fr. Felix Gonsalves (GUJ, 71/53) passed away on 08. 12. 
2019 in Vyara, Gujarat.

Fr. Louis Menezes (BOM, 85/66) passed away on 
09.12.2019 in Mumbai.  

Fr. Ladislas Rego  (GOA, 84/64) passed away on 12.12.2019 
in Belgaum

Fr. Edwin Menezes (PAT, 68/47) passed away on 
18.12.2019 at Jeevan Sangham Bodhgaya

Fr. Fidelis Jayabalan Packiam (AND, 71/55) passed away 
on 26.12.2019 at Dindigul

Fr. Civiac Joaquin (GUJ, 87/68) passed away on 27. 12. 
2019 at Vadodara, Gujarat

Br. Pascoal Colaco (BOM), 78/55) passed away on 30. 12. 
2019 at Shirpur, Maharastra 

Fr. Errol D’Lima (BOM, 77/61), passed away on 05. 01. 
2020 at Mumbai

Ms Mark Varghese Kannanaikal (76), sister in law of Fr. 
Amulya Kannanaikal, passed away on 10.12.2019 in Kerala

Mr. R. Santiago (95), father of Fr. Xavier Jeyaraj died on 
15.12.2019, in Tamilnadu

Mrs Pockisha Mary (93), Mother of Fr. Irudaya Jothi, 
passed away on 29.12.2019 in Tamilnadu

Mr.  Hilarius Rozario (86), father of Fr. Probash, passed 
away on 31.12.2019 in Bangladesh 

Mrs. Urmila Karmakar (40), aunt of Sch. Prosenjit 
Gomes, on 05.01.2020 at Kolkata 

NEWS AROUND THE WORLD


